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What Should I Know About 
Grades?

Welcome to Grand Valley State University! 
This guide will answer any questions you may have 
regarding grades before experiencing life at an 
American university. Grading policies differ nationally 
as well as by university. Because grades are important 
to you we want you to understand how our university 
approaches them. This guide teaches you about grading 
in the classroom, grade point average (GPA), and about 
checking your grades. 
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What Should I Know About 
Grades?

How Do I Calculate and 
Understand My Grade?
Percentages and 
Number Grades

For each class you will receive 
a final grade based on points.
In most classes these points 
are a combination of:
• tests 
• assignments
• quizzes
• attendance
• class participation 
From these points your final 
percentage will be determined. 

Letter Grades
Letter grades are assigned 
based on the percentage you 
earn in class. 

To the right is an approximate 
chart of how percentages 
translate to letter grades. 
However, each professor has 
a different scale of percentage 
to letter grade, so make sure to 
check your syllabus to know 
the relation.

Letter Grades
and Percentages

  94-100    A  (Excellent)
   90-93      A- (Very good)
   86-89      B+ (Very good)
   82-85       B (Good)
   78-81       B- (Good)
   74-77       C+ (Fair)
   70-73       C (Fair)
   67-69       C- (Fair)
   63-66      D+ (Poor)
   55-62       D (Poor)
   Below 55      F (Failing)
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Note: The average grade at public universities is around a B. To 
remain in good academic standing at GVSU, you must keep 
grades around a C or 2.0 GPA. Grades below this could make you 
subject to to dismissal from the university.



How Do I Determine Grade 
Point Average?

  GPA Scale
 A 4.0
 A- 3.7
 B+ 3.3
 B 3.0
 B- 2.7
 C+ 2.3
 C 2.0
 D+ 1.3
 D 1.0
 F    0

  Grade Point Average
Your GPA is an average of how well you 
perform throughout the semester. GPA is a 
numeric representation of your letter grades. 
Your GPA is calculated per semester and is also 
cumulative throughout your college career.  
• Your GPA is determined by dividing the 

total quality points earned by the total 
number of credits taken (See Fig. 1). Total 
quality points are determined by the grade 
and credit hours you receive in a particular 
class.

• Your GPA is put on your final transcript, 
and will be used when applying for jobs 
or graduate school. Often employers will 
use GPA as an assessment of your academic 
performance.

GPA Calculator
If you want to know your potential GPA before the semester 
ends, you can use the GPA calculator on MyPath. 
1. Go to www.mybanner.gvsu.edu
2. Enter your G number and password and click “login”
3. Click on “Student”, 
then “Student Records” 
4. Click on “myPath 
– Degree Planning & 
Evaluation (undergrad 
students entering Fall 
2003 to present)” 
5. Click on the “GPA 
Calc” tab near the top of 
the page (Fig. 2)
6. On the left side of the 
page click “Term Calcu-
lator”
7. Enter your credit 
hours and current grades and click “calculate”
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Fig. 1

Fig. 2



How Do I Check My Grades?

Classroom 
Grades

You can use Blackboard 
to check individual 
grades throughout the 
semester. 
1. Log into Blackboard
2. On the left side under 
the heading “Tools” click 
“My Grades” (Fig. 3)
3. Select from your 
courses to check grades 
for individual classes

Note: Not all professors post grades on 
blackboard. 

Final Transcript
You can check your transcript for 
your final grades and your GPA. 
1. Go to www.mybanner.gvsu.edu
2. Enter your username and 
password and click “login”
3. Click on “Student”, then “Student 
Records” 
4. Click on “View Academic 
Transcript” (Fig. 4)
5. Enter your transcript level and 
type and click “Submit”

Dean’s List
Undergraduates who earn 12 or more credits with a GPA of 3.5 
or higher in any semester earn a place on the Grand Valley State 
University Dean’s List. 
The Dean’s List is a notable accomplishment and reflects well on 
your performance in college. This honor is noted on your final 
transcript. You can place this recognition on your resumé. 

4

Fig. 3

Fig. 4
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What do I do if I have additional questions?

Professors
Feel free to ask your professors about questions you may 
have for their class grades. Professors are always happy and 
willing to answer any questions. 

Advisors
Your advisor will be willing to help you with questions about 
the grading system, especially regarding questions about your 
final transcript.

Padnos International Center
The Padnos International Center is always here to help you 
with any questions about grading you may have. 

E-mail: pic@gvsu.edu Phone: 616-331-3898 

We wish you the best on your academic success at GVSU!
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